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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Amend the claims as follows : 

22. (Previously add^presented): The method according to claim 21 , wherein the progenitor 
strain is capable of producing 2,5-diketo-D-gluconate from a carbon source. 

23. (Previously added presented ): The method according to claim 21, wherein the progenitor 
strain is a recombinant strain that comprises a heterologous nucleic acid sequence encoding a 
2,5,-diketo-D-gluconate reductase and is capable of converting 2,5-diketo-D-gluconate to 2-keto- 
L-gluconic acid. 

24. (Previously added presented ): The method according to claim 21, wherein an open reading 
frame of the nucleic acid sequence of the cryptic plasmid encodes an amino acid sequence 
having the sequence of SEQ ID NO:3. 



26. (Previously ameftded presented ): The method according to claim 21, wherein the cryptic 
plasmid has the nucleic acid sequence shown in SEQ ID NO:l and SEQ ID NO:2. 
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29. (Previously am e nded presented ): A method for reducing the mobilization properties of 
plasmids residing within an Enterobacteriaceae strain comprising, 

a) obtaining an Enterobacteriaceae progenitor strain from the genera of Pantoea, 
Enterobacter, Erwinia or Gluconobacter, which includes a cryptic plasmid having a nucleic acid 
sequence of at least 95% sequence identity with SEQ ID NO:l and SEQ ID NO:2, and 

b) eliminating the cryptic plasmid. 

31. (Previously added presented ): The method according to claim 29, wherein the progenitor 
strain is capable of producing 2,5-diketo-D-gluconate from a carbon source. 

32. (Previously ad4ed presented ): The method according to claim 29, wherein the progenitor 
strain is a recombinant strain that comprises a heterologous nucleic acid sequence encoding a 
2,5-diketo-D-gluconate reductase and is capable of converting 2,5-diketo-D-gluconate to 2-keto- 
L-gluconic acid. 

34. (Previously amcnd o d presented ): The method according to claim 33, wherein the Pantoea 
progenitor strain is a Pantoea citrea strain. 



35. (Previously am e nd o d presented ): The method according to claim 33, wherein the Pantoea 
progenitor strain is a recombinant strain. 
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39. (Previously ad4ed presented ): The method according to claim 21, wherein said improved 
strain is a Pantoea strain. 



42. (Previously a&ted presented ): The method according to claim 41, wherein the Pantoea 
progenitor strain is a P. citrea strain. 



43. (Previously ad^ed presented V The method according to claim 41, wherein the improved 
Pantoea strain is able to grow at a higher temperature than the progenitor strain. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel M Sullivan whose telephone number is 571-272-0779,- 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 6:30-5 :00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Remy Yucel, Ph.D. can be reached on 571-272-0781 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Daniel M. Sullivan, Ph.D. 
Examiner 



Art Unit 1636 




PRIMARY EXAMNER 



